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Abstract

The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has been described to
be the most disruptive global event since the Great Depression and
the Second World War. Since its rise, the pandemic has impacted
the world in many ways. For instance, its impact on global economy
has been disastrous so much so that to get the economy back on
track will be an arduous task. Additionally, the global politics have
also been shaken up by the outbreak of the disease and has raised
concerns about the future of the contemporary world order. The
liberal world order that has been in place since the end of the
Second World War was already losing its ground even before the
rise of the pandemic because of several reasons. The COVID crisis
has exacerbated the issues that have dominated the existing U.S. led
world order. In fact, the crisis can be attributed as the ‘tipping point’
as it is likely to change or alter the rules-based liberal world order.
Several factors are becoming a part of the discourse which would
most likely to dominate the shaping of the new world order which
is likely to emerge post the crisis. India, too, is expected to play an
important role in shaping the order of the world once the crisis
is over. Over all, the coronavirus pandemic seems to be a gamechanger for the global politics.
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Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic has been described to be the greatest
challenge for the world since the Great Depression and the Second
World War. No country and its people had anticipated that they
would have to deal with a crisis of such a large scale. The corona virus,
which first originated in the city of Wuhan, capital of China’s Hubei
province, in December last year has now spread to almost every part
of the planet and at the time of writing has infected more than
forty million people worldwide and killed more than one million
people.1 Once the virus outbreak was declared a pandemic by the
World Health Organization (WHO), the immediate actions taken
by most of the countries was to close its borders and ban any kind
of movement into and out of the country. Within the boundaries as
well, strict measures were taken to ensure that the spread of the virus
is controlled. The crisis has impacted the world beyond imagination
and is likely to affect it further with far reaching consequences. One
of the most discussed subject matter in the present time has been
the impact of the COVID crisis on the existing world order. It is
being argued that the crisis has exacerbated the underlying issues
that had been building up for some years now as far as the order
of the world is concerned. Experts are also apprehensive about the
future of the world order and are debating that the pandemic may
alter the order of the world once the crisis is over. At the moment,
it is not feasible to assert as to what kind of order is likely to emerge
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post the pandemic, however, several factors are being put forward
which are likely to influence the Post COVID-19 world order. This
paper is an overview of the perspectives of the experts with respect
to the world order which is likely to emerge post the COVID-19
pandemic. It focuses on some of the major geopolitical factors which
are likely to shape the order of the world post the crisis and also on
the role which India is most likely expected to play. However, before
diverting the attention towards the debate, it is important to have
a greater understanding about the liberal world order established
by the United States post the Second World War, which still holds
a ground in the contemporary world but its basic tenets are slowly
fading away.
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Background

It is in the wake of the Second World War, the United States
established a liberal world order with the support of other Western
democratic countries especially the United Kingdom.2 The order
was supposed to be the one which would be open and based on
a set of norms, rules, and institutions and values such as respect
for sovereignty and territorial integrity of other countries, and the
protection of human rights.3 It was based on maintaining peace,
prosperity, and stability around the world.4 In this regard, institutions
like the United Nations, World Bank, and the World Trade
Organization were built to promote peace, economic development,
and trade and investments.5 Apart from establishing institutions,
the United States also formed alliances and developed relationships
with other countries. It is argued that the liberal order expanded
and evolved further after the end of the Cold War. For example, the
NATO was expanded, the G20 took center stage, and there was also
an establishment of U.S. led security arrangements.6 Additionally,
the United States took in its hands to spread democracy and other
liberal values as far as possible.7 Thus, with the end of bipolarity,
the West assumed that the liberal order was now global. One of
the biggest achievements of the liberal order has been that since its
creation no other World War has been fought. It is also believed
that the world has made great progress especially under the banner
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of globalization, which is one of the most important elements of
the liberal economic order. The order is also said to have lifted
many people out of poverty all across the globe. However, just like
the saying goes ‘not everything is perfect’, the liberal order too
has its shortcomings which seem to have been building up since
a long time now. For years, the liberal order has been criticized by
both China and Russia for being extremely ‘west-centric’. Both
autocratic powers have time and again challenged the basic tenets
of the order. In China’s view, the U.S. led world order is ‘unfair’ and
‘unreasonable’ as it perpetuates western dominance while keeping
China’s influence down and it is incapable of solving and sometimes
even adds to world’s most serious problems.8 Russia, on the other
hand, advocates a Westphalian world system which is tolerant of
pluralism among nations. Additionally, the United States, since
2016 seems to have become disinterested in leading the world and
is drifting itself away from the rules and values which were once
established by it. Similarly, the West also seems to have moved in
the same direction by showing less interest in maintaining the world
order alongside the US and moving away from the basic principles
of the order, one such example would be the Brexit. Another issue
concerning the liberal order is the rise of new authoritarianism in
countries such as Poland and Hungary of Eastern Europe. Along
with these factors, the pandemic seems to have added to the chaos
impacting the liberal order. It is being argued that the COVID-19
pandemic might be the first global crisis with a complete absence
of the U.S. leadership. It is an event where there has been no sign of
global cooperation and even the international organizations seem to
have failed to deal with this catastrophic situation.
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The COVID-19 Crisis is further
Challenging the Liberal Order

Many developments have taken place in the world since the outbreak
of the pandemic and they seem to be testing every aspect of the
liberal order. Some of them are mentioned in this section.

China’s Erratic Behaviour
As mentioned above, China has been very critical of U.S. led
liberal order. To understand the Chinese view with clarity, a speech
delivered by Fu Ying, chairperson of the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the National’s People’s Congress, in 2016 in London is of great
importance. According to her, the liberal world order comprises of
three elements which are: American or Western values, the U.S.-led
military alignment, and the UN and its institutions.9 She further
adds that the Chinese support the third element of the existing
order and rejects the first two.10 This interpretation of the world
order has been quite visible in the Chinese foreign policy as it has
repeatedly refused to adhere to the liberal values like that of the
‘protection of human rights’ and the ‘respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity’ especially with its claim on the disputed islands
of the South China Sea and elsewhere.
Since the pandemic hit the world, China’s behaviour has been
unpredictable and it has come under scrutiny for all wrong reasons.
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Firstly, it was slow to report about the outbreak of the virus which first
originated in the city of Wuhan to the WHO and also resisted a full
transparency regarding the whole situation.11 Furthermore, China
has taken this crisis as an opportunity to advance its expansionist
ambitions. Beijing has aggravated its territorial disputes with
countries like India, Japan, Taiwan, and with few of the ASEAN
countries over claims in the South China Sea.12 Beijing also recently
introduced a new security law for Hong Kong which caused a huge
stir not only within the region but also across the globe so much so
that it made President Trump to sign an executive order ending U.S.
preferential treatment of Hong Kong. However, in his speech at the
75th session of the UNGA, President Xi Jinping said that China will
never seek hegemony, expansion, or sphere of influence and they
had no intention to fight a Cold or a hot war with any country.13 He
also emphasized that the COVID-19 pandemic reminds the world
that the humankind should launch a green revolution to preserve
the environment and make planet earth a better place for all.14 In
this regard, the Chinese President added, that China will scale up
its intended nationally determined contributions by adopting more
rigorous policies and measures and aim to achieve carbon neutrality
before 2060.15

The Absence of United States Leadership
Ever since President Trump came to power, his ‘America First’ policy
has undermined the United States’ role in global affairs. Hence, it is
no surprise that it did go its own way ever since the pandemic struck
the world. The United States is said to have not participated in the
virtual summit of the G20 in the month of March.16 It has also
attacked the international institutions rather than motivate them to
take charge of the crisis.17 Additionally, the United States did not
engage itself in a virtual meeting organized by the WHO for the
global leaders to accelerate cooperation on the coronavirus vaccine
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and to share medicines, treatment, and research.18 This action was
perceived by many as a sign of President Trump’s isolationism on
the global stage.19 One of the reasons behind this action was that
Trump has expressed his dissatisfaction with the World Health
Organization (WHO) for being too China-centric and went further
ahead and described the UN agency as a ‘puppet of China’. This
finally led him to announce that the United States would stop all
its funding to the organization in the middle of a pandemic. Hence,
the COVID crisis has seen a complete absence of the leadership of
the United States.

Escalation of Tensions between China and the United
States
Tensions between the U.S. and China escalated when both the
countries got involved in a blame game regarding the origin of
the virus and the U.S. became heavily critical about the Chinese
covering up the initial outbreak of the virus in Wuhan and leading
it to become a global pandemic. President Donald Trump accused
China of being responsible for an attack on USA that is “worse
than that of Pearl Harbour”, and “worse than the World Trade
Centre”.20 He went ahead and tweeted in late May that the Chinese
incompetency in dealing with the virus is responsible for “mass
worldwide killing”.21I n his speech on May 29th 2020, the day he
announced that the United States will be cutting the funding of the
World Health Organization (WHO), he attacked China for taking
advantage of the United States in trade for decades, for unlawfully
claiming territory in the Pacific Ocean, for breaking their word to
the world for ensuring the autonomy of Hong Kong, and its total
control of the WHO.22 On the other hand, China claimed that the
virus originated with the U.S. military.23 In one of the press briefing,
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson urged the United States to
stop shifting the blame and turn to facts.24 She further said that
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Washington should “fight side – by – side” with Beijing instead of as
“enemies”.25 The United States has also been quite vocal about the
expansionist behaviour exhibited by China following the outbreak
of the virus. It has condemned China’s recent actions in the South
China Sea and accused it of taking advantage of the whole situation
in order to expand its territorial ambitions. President Trump was
also seen targeting China over the latter’s decision to introduce a
controversial National Security Law in Hong Kong. In one of his
press conferences in the White House, Trump said that he no longer
considered Hong Kong to be separate from China, and accused it of
violating its obligations under the 1984 Agreement.26 He told the
reporters that “China has replaced One Country, Two Systems with
One Country, One System”, and that this was a tragedy for Hong
Kong and China had smothered its freedom.27 Furthermore, in
his speech at the UNGA 75th session, President Trump once again
targeted China and said that the world must hold it accountable for
unleashing the plague to the rest of the world.28 He further added
that Beijing has been destroying the environment by dumping
millions of plastics into the ocean, overfishing other countries
waters, damaging the coral reefs, and emitting more mercury into
the atmosphere than any country in the world.29

Asian Countries Overshadowing the West with their
Response towards the Pandemic
The response of some of the Asian countries like South Korea, Japan,
and Taiwan in dealing with the COVID crisis has been lauded by the
world. In fact, both Taiwan and South Korea have moved forward
with ‘agile responses’ which was based on collaboration, transparency,
and accountability.30 Japan, on the other hand, unlike Taiwan and
South Korea went ahead with contact tracing and cluster-busting
methods.31 On the regional level, Japan has also reached out to
help other countries. It has supplied essential medical supplies and
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personal protective kits to Cambodia.32 It has also pledged $18.6
million for aid to Vietnam to fight the COVID-19 outbreak and
has also offered an anti-flu drug for free to almost 20 countries
ranging from Southeast Asia, Middle East, and Central Asia.33
South Korea and Japan, both have close economic relationship with
China which now seems to have been greatly impacted due to the
ongoing crisis and have also started to ‘reset’ its ties with Beijing.34
For instance, both Japanese and South Korean companies operating
in China are being encouraged by their respective governments to
consider relocating back to their respective home countries or to
other neighboring countries of Southeast Asia and India, the impact
of which is going to be huge for Beijing.35 Similarly, the Pacific
powers, both Australia and New Zealand, have followed onto the
footsteps of the smaller East Asian countries and have been able
to control the spread of the virus. They have also extended their
regional diplomacy towards their small island pacific neighbours
like Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, and Fiji with personal
protective equipment and other medical supplies.36 New Zealand
has also reached out to help some of the Southeast Asia countries
such as Indonesia to ramp up their testing capacity.37In a similar
way, Southeast Asia without a doubt was quick to take remedial
measures to control the spread of the virus in the region.38 ASEAN
as an institution opted for a joint and coordinated response in order
to combat the disease by not only raising awareness of its member
countries but by also cooperating with international organizations
and other countries.39
These Asian powers have shown that they have the ability to deal
with a crisis of such large scale in a much better way than the West.
In a post-COVID 19 world, it is quite likely that they will have a
greater role to play in shaping the international politics. For example,
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) which consists of
India, Japan, and Australia apart from the USA may become an

13

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview

important multilateral forum for the upkeep of regional security.40
In a recent meeting of the foreign ministers of the four countries,
they pushed for a rules-based world order and peaceful resolution
of disputes.41

European Union Facing an Existential Crisis
The European Union is an integral part of the rules based liberal
international order. The COVID-19 crisis seems to be challenging
the very existence of the multilateral institution. This, however, is not
the first time that the Union has faced such challenges. In the past,
it has dealt with the 2009 debt crisis, the 2015 migration crisis, and
the much publicized Brexit. However, the COVID crisis is said to
be the Union’s biggest challenge since it was created in the wake of
World War II.42 The initial response by the member states was that
they went their own way in order to deal with the crisis instead of
cooperating with each other. This however, seems to have changed
as the wealthier countries like Germany started sharing medical
supplies and also allowed patients with critical conditions from its
neighbouring countries for treatment purposes.43 Additionally, the
members of the Union have also had a consolidated response for the
public health sector crisis in the region.44 However, there opinions
are divided as far as the economic recovery of the region is concerned.
The economic impact of the COVID crisis across the region has
been asymmetric, impacting some countries like Spain and Italy
harder than others.45 The less-wealthy southern European nations
are pushing for the issuing of the so called “corona-bonds” which is a
proposed Eurobond that would provide liquidity to countries whose
economies are in need the most as a post pandemic support from
the wealthy north European countries who are in strong opposition
of this common debt instrument.46 On the other hand, leader of
the populist nations like Hungary and Poland have taken advantage
of the crisis to strengthen their grip on power. Hungary, in early
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April, passed a law which effectively removed any oversight and
silenced any criticism of the government and also gave the Prime
Minister Viktor Orbon the power to rule by decree for an indefinite
period of time.47 Hungary is the one and only country as a part
of EU which has come to be considered as ‘partly free’.48 The EU
seems to be failing the test that the COVID crisis has put it into. Its
existence is under threat as the very principles and values that form
the multilateral set up is being contested by its own members. The
current crisis has definitely weakened the institution further.

The Post-World War II Multilateral Setup is Losing its
Relevance
Questions have been raised on the role of global multilateral
institutions especially the United Nations and its agency the
World Health Organization (WHO) for not playing its part and
initially mishandling the COVID situation. This has led for many
to believe that the COVID crisis is threatening the very existence
of such institutions. However, as a matter of fact, the post War
multilateral architecture was already under crisis even before the
rise of the pandemic. Several factors can be attributed towards this
development. Firstly, U.S. president Donald Trump who is not a
huge fan of the multilateral arrangement has been openly contesting
it since the time he came into power. He has withdrawn the United
States from many such important arrangements like the Paris
Climate Accord, Iran Nuclear Deal, Trans-Pacific Partnership, UN
Human Rights Council, and the UNESCO. In addition, President
Trump has repeatedly threatened to withdraw from the World
Trade Organization (WTO) which is a key component of the liberal
economic order. In fact, the WTO’s Dispute Settlement System
has become non-functional as for roughly two years the United
States has blocked the appointment of new judges to its Appellate
body due to complaints over judicial overreach and concerns over

15

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview

U.S. sovereignty.49 This directly threatens the overall existence of
the WTO. Additionally, the rise of China also impacted the global
multilateral system by setting up parallel governance structures such
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Global institutions like
the United Nations are also weakening.50 To illustrate this further
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has become a
debating club without any significant outcomes and the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) has also become ineffective.51
With the rise of the pandemic, nations across the world turned
inward and abandoned opportunities for consultation, joint
planning, and collaboration.52 Additionally, the initial response
of the World Health Organization (WHO), towards the virus
outbreak has not been satisfactory and has brought the organization
under scrutiny so much so that the U.S. president decided to stop
funding the UN agency on the grounds of alleged biases towards
China.53 The lack of concerted action by the multilateral groupings
such as the G7, G20, and the UNSC has also raised questions about
their relevance.54 A pandemic of such a large scale required strong
global cooperation which has been missing since the initial days
of the virus outbreak and the disease has also exposed the flaws
of these multilateral arrangements in particular of the WHO. As
it has been very well described by Stewart M. Patrick who argues
that “the pandemic has revealed both the limits of the multilateral
system and the horrific costs of the system’s failure”.55 On the other
hand, it is being argued that the pandemic has strengthened the
desire amongst most nations for greater global cooperation.56 In
the recent United Nations General Assembly’s 75th session, the
member states via pre-recorded video statements overwhelmingly
stressed the need for collective action to tackle common threats and
“vaccine multilateralism” to combat the coronavirus.57 For example,
President Xi Jinping in his speech spoke about enhancing solidarity
and getting through this difficult time together.58 Few of the
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member states also stressed on the fact that the pandemic has clearly
demonstrated the need to reform multilateral systems including the
UN.59 Emphasizing this point, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his speech put forth that reform in the responses, in the
processes and in the character of the UN is the need of the hour.60
As far as the future of the multilateral set up is concerned, two kinds
of views can be expressed in this regard. A more pessimistic view
is that unless these institutions undergo major reforms, its future
seems irrelevant.61It is highly unlikely for organization such as the
WTO to be completely reinvented especially with the participation
of a non-transparent China.62 It is quite likely that the WTO will
weaken further through unilateral actions and become extinct.63
By contrast, it has been argued that the post Second World War
multilateral institutions have survived difficult times in the past.64 For
example, UNESCO and the Human Rights Council survived the
departure of the US and the WHO despite of its shortcomings will
survive without the US funding.65 It is quite unlikely for the current
multilateral order to capsize completely.66 More than anything, the
world today needs a more dynamic multilateral architecture in order
to deal with various other global issues like that of climate change,
terrorism, poverty reduction etc.
Regions like the Middle East and Africa have also been hit hard by
the pandemic. They are home to some of the most fragile states in
the world which are already dealing with political, economic, and
humanitarian crisis. The pandemic is likely to make the situation
worse for such weak states. Similarly, the Latin American and
Caribbean nations have been affected badly by the pandemic. It
has been predicted by the IMF that the economic growth of the
region will contract by 9.4% with almost every country going
into a recession.67 This decline in economic growth is expected to
exacerbate income inequality and poverty throughout the region.68
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These occurrences have surely raised concerns about the future of
the world order among the experts. The next section deals with
some of the dominant factors which are likely to shape the PostCOVID 19 world order.

World Order Post COVID-19 Pandemic
The U.S. led liberal order at present is at risk. The pre-COVID
era challenges that surrounded the order and the ones that are
encompassing it now has had many observers and experts perturbed
about the future of the liberal order. One important claim made
by the architect of the post-Cold War order, Henry Kissinger, is
that “The coronavirus pandemic will forever alter the world order.”69
Many others have followed his footsteps and have repeated the
same assertion. Although such claims are being made, there is no
clarity as to what kind of world order is expected to emerge post
the crisis. The discussions, however, do include the factors which are
most likely to shape the global order in the wake of the pandemic.
This section outlines some of the major factors which are likely to
influence the world order post the COVID-19 crisis. Those are:
•

The China Factor- Although Beijing has been criticized
for its irresponsible behavior and expansionist policies, it
will play an important role in shaping the world order post
the COVID crisis. It is probable that China may emerge
stronger from the crisis. So far, it has managed to bring
the crisis under control and its industrial production is
said to have increased even as that of every other country
has been hit.70 It is quite possible that the pandemic may
push the international system into a world with Chinese
characteristics.71 Even though the virus did emerge
there, it seems that it will be the one to benefit from the
crisis.72Looking at its current expansionist behaviour,
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China’s rising global ambitions and the global response to
that will also frame the post-COVID world order.73 Post
COVID-19, Beijing will also try to undermine its regional
rival, India, from developing itself.74
•

The U.S-China Rivalry Factor- another and perhaps one
of the most important factors which is likely to influence
the post-COVID 19 world order would be the kind of
relationship that unfolds between the two most powerful
countries of the world. Even in the pre-COVID era, tensions
between the two great powers had started deteriorating
and the ongoing crisis has made the situation worse. The
U.S.-China rivalry is expected to continue even when the
crisis is over. It is quite possible that the world is heading
towards an intersection of ‘global recession’ and a ‘New
Cold War’.75 Since the onset of the pandemic, the U.S.China great power dynamics have taken a new shape and
the relationship between the two is consequential for global
order and governance.76 For instance, if the relationship
between the two super powers continues to deteriorate, it
will have a profound impact for the rest of the world. One
of the regions where the rivalry will be most visible would
be Asia and the continued straining relationship between
the two super powers will put the region in danger.77 For
instance, the United States will try to make sure that China
does not become a ‘regional hegemon’ in Asia and China
accordingly will try to undermine U.S. ties with its Asian
partners and reduce its role in the region.78 It will also put
Europe in a difficult spot to choose either side and although
the European nations would prefer to remain neutral,
they will not be able to do so and will continue to rely on
U.S. protection.79 Hence, a continued deterioration of the
relationship between U.S. and China will have far reaching
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consequences not only for them but also to the whole world
of trade, business, and politics.80
•

The United States Conduct as the Leader of the World another important determinant which is likely to restructure
the world order post the crisis is the conduct of the United
States as the leader of the world. Thus far, it seems to be
disinterested in continuing with its responsibilities as the
leader of the liberal order. The absence of the United States
in leading the international response to the pandemic has
strengthened the perception that it cannot be relied upon
to uphold the international order that it once created and
if this narrative continues then it will have an impact on its
allies who in turn will have to stick to self-help rather than
cooperative action.81 In other words, if the United States
continues with its current policies, it may lead to a complete
collapse of the liberal order.

At present it is difficult to come to a concrete conclusion as to what
type of world order would emerge once the crisis is over as events
are still unfolding at the moment and is expected to develop further.
For instance, the upcoming U.S. elections will also have a huge role
to play in shaping the post COVID-19 world order. However, there
are a few experts who have attempted to make an effort. For example,
Francis Fukuyama has argued that the post-COVID 19 world could
either see the United States’ relative decline, the continued erosion
of liberal international order, and a resurgence of fascism around
the globe or, it could see a rebirth of liberal democracy.82Similarly,
G John Ikenberry asserts that the next global era would be that of
the great power competition in which Washington will struggle for
dominance with China and Russia, and other rival powers.83 He
describes this new era as a ‘fractured world’ which will offer little
space for multilateralism and cooperation and would destroy of what
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is left of the global institutions indicating a further deterioration of
the liberal world order.84However, according to him, the new era
also gives an opportunity to the United States, to reverse its course
and choose a different path to reclaim two centuries old liberal
international order which is open, multilateral, and anchored in a
coalition of leading liberal democracies.85
Although, the liberal world order is in crisis, and if the above
arguments are to be trusted, some experts believe that it is still
the best for the world to prosper. It has been perfectly stated by
Qingguo Jia that no matter what flaws exists in the current world
order; it is still the best that humankind has created.86 She adds that
most nations have a stake in the existing order and are therefore,
more likely to stick with it.87 Another view has been expressed by
Vijay Gokhale, a former Indian Ambassador to China, that the
world needs American leadership to remind it that respect for
freedom and human dignity provides the best path to a shared
future of humankind.88 He further states that the Beijing model,
where an authoritarian party-state single-mindedly exalts economic
betterment over free political may look attractive to some but it
cannot be widely emulated and democracy by contrast is based
on universal principles that can be followed everywhere, and by
everyone.89

India in the Post Covid-19 World Order
India’s rapid response in order to control the virus has been
lauded by many.90India led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
guided many countries, regional forums like SAARC, and even
initiated a virtual meeting with the G-20 countries to discuss
the challenges posed by the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic
and to forge a global coordinated response. 91 In addition, India
has also shown compassion, togetherness, bonhomie collective
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security, and humanitarian cooperation by sharing with the world
the drug hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) on humanitarian grounds.92
Moreover, India has mobilized forces for disaster management
drills, organized digital trainings to share its medical expertise with
other affected countries, and has actively partnered on global efforts
to develop remedies and vaccines against the virus.93In early June,
India accepted the invitation from US President Donald Trump to
attend the next Group of Seven (G7) summit that is to be held in
the United States later this year.94 Mreover, India was elected a nonpermanent member of the United Nations Security Council for a
two year term.95 On 22nd May 2020, Dr Harsh Vardhan, Minister
of Health and Family Welfare, of India was elected as the Chair
of World Health Organization’s Executive Board.96 Domestically,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan’ also known as ‘self-reliant’ India which is about
resilience and decentralization and not isolationism.97 The Prime
Minister announced a Rupees 20 lakh crore economic package
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, to aid the nation out of
the COVID crisis.98
While these are some major developments that have taken place
since the outbreak of the pandemic at the global as well as the
national level; at the regional level India seems to have been dragged
into a territorial dispute with its giant neighbour, China. Tensions
between India and China began in early May when there were
reports of skirmishes in Eastern Ladakh’s Pangong Lake region.99It
escalated and took a violent turn when troops from both sides
clashed in the Galwan Valley in Eastern Ladakh and India lost
around 20 soldiers, including a commanding officer on 15th June.100
Following this incident, there has been a wide-ranging anti-Chinese
sentiment across the country especially for boycotting Chinese
goods and services from traders’ community as well as the civil
society.101 New Delhi also banned 59 Chinese mobile applications
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citing that these applications posed serious threat to the country’s
sovereignty and security.102 India, in April, imposed restrictions
on Chinese financial investments into India from cheaply buying
stakes in Indian firms by the cash-rich Chinese companies.103 The
situation at the moment is still very critical as there is a continuous
manifestation of aggression from the Chinese troops at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

India’s Role in Shaping the Post-COVID 19 World
Order
India did not have any role to play in shaping the contemporary
world order as at that time it was, in no position to do so, either
geopolitically or militarily.104 A lot has changed since then and the
COVID crisis gives India with a historic and unique opportunity
to play an important role in shaping the world order which is likely
to emerge post the crisis and New Delhi is most likely to do so.105
India before its independence was known to be an exporter of its
ideas and thoughts, however, in the contemporary world India has
been an importer and consumer of ideas.106 This pandemic does
provide India the context and ecosystem to regain its position as
a contributor of ideas to the world.107India today is home to onesixth of humanity which makes it highly unlikely to not occupy a
space in a post-COVID 19 world order.108 However, this reasoning
is based on certain pre-conditions, which is, that India’s position
will depend on how it deals with the crisis domestically and how
it emerges from it.109 India has been able to enhance its position
globally in the past few years especially under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and has also been appreciated for
the way it has handled the situation of coronavirus so far.110 This
will definitely give India a leverage to play an important in a postCOVID 19 world order.111 However, one of the most attractive
assets of India is its vibrant democracy which is different from
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the liberal democracy.112 Time and again, India has demonstrated
itself to be a nation of democracy in diversity and a capacity to
produce a stable government.113 Hence, among many factors that
are likely to shape the post-COVID 19 world order, one of them is
that there is a possibility of an alliance of democracies with India
as a critical component of it.114 The post-COVID world is likely
to see the rise of India to an apex level global eminence.115 New
Delhi’s relation with Beijing will however, continue to be on the
edge. It is quite possible that in a post-COVID 19 world India’s rise
will be countered by China aided by Pakistan to de-focus it from
development.116 However, in the long run, on the one hand, both
India and China will remain cautious and suspicious of each other
and on the other hand, one might expect a reduced but subsisting
antagonism between the two giant Asia neighbours.117
In his speech at the UNGA’s 75th session, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, called for a larger share of India’s representation at the United
Nations.118 He also added that the vision of self-reliant India will
act as a force multiplier for global economy.119 This clearly indicates
that India wants to enhance its position on the world stage and the
COVID-19 crisis provides India with an opportunity to do so. New
Delhi should make the best out of this moment.

Conclusion
Covid-19 pandemic is proving to be a game-changer for the world.
The debate on the impact that the pandemic has had on the world
order has brought out many important issues that needs to be
pondered upon. Out of many, the issue of the U.S. losing its interest
in leading the world is the most concerning one. The world is now
looking forward for the November 2020 presidential elections of
the United States. A lot will depend on the outcome of these results.
Trump, who is not fan of multilateralism, may end up sabotaging
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the system. As far as Joe Biden is concerned, one needs to wait
and see as to what path he might follow. The second important
issue is that the international institutions that were formed in the
wake of World War II needs reform. Most of them did not have
public health in their agenda and the World Health Organization
(WHO), a specialized agency of the United Nations which was
formed to be responsible for international public health, clearly
failed to control the breakout of the virus. The last issue would be
that of the increase of Chinese aggression towards its neighbours in
the midst of the pandemic. Its behaviour in the South China Sea
and recent hostility towards India raises questions about its quest
for expansionist ambitions in the post-COVID 19 world order. In
order for a peaceful and prosperous world to exist even after the
crisis is over, these issues need to be reviewed. At the moment, the
order of the world seems to be in a transitional phase. As far as the
future of the world order is concerned, at present, it is difficult to
predict as to what kind of order would emerge post the pandemic
as the crisis is here to stay and it is quite likely that several other
factors may emerge which may play a decisive role in bringing a
change in the world order. For a world order to exist the rules,
norms, and institutions should be effective and legitimate and
should be accepted and approved by most of its participants. If at
all some major differences emerge among the major powers and the
very basis of the order are being contested by them, then the order
becomes less effective and durable. Hence, the liberal world order
whose existence was already at risk in the pre-COVID era has been
further challenged by the crisis. Its effectiveness is gradually fading
away and if the United States does not gather itself to revive the
order back which it once established, the world is likely to witness
the collapse of the liberal order.

25

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview

End Notes
1.

Worldometer, 2020. [Online] Available at: https://www.
worldometers.info/coronavirus/?utm_campaign=homeAdvegas1?
[Accessed September 2020].

2.

Nadege Rolland 2020. ‘CHINA’S VISION FOR A NEW
WORLD ORDER’, The National Bureau of Asian Research, [Online]
Available at: https://www.nbr.org/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/
publications/sr83_chinasvision_jan2020.pdf [Accessed July 2020].

3.

Hans Kundnani. ‘What is the Liberal International Order?’, The
German Marshall Fund of the United States, 2017, No. 17. [Online]
Available at: https://www.gmfus.org/publications/what-liberalinternational-order [Accessed August 2020].

4.

Terrence Mullan 2019. ‘The World Order is Dead. Long Live the
World Order’, COUNCIL on FOREIGN RELATIONS, [Online]
Available at: https://www.cfr.org/blog/world-order-dead-long-liveworld-order [Accessed June 2020].

5.

Ibid.

6.

G. JOHN IKENBERRY. ‘The End of Liberal International Order?’,
International Affairs, 94: I, 2018, pp. 7-23.

7.

Ibid.

8.

Nadege Rolland, No. 2.

9.

Ibid.

10.

Ibid.

11.

Ibid.

12.

Maj. Gen Dhruv C. Katoch. ‘Future Contours of the India-China
Relationship’, India Foundation, July-August, 2020, pp. 3-7.

13.

Xi Jinping 2020. ‘Speech at UNGA’, [Online]] Available at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPA9Vcc9r8c [Accessed October 2020]

14.

Ibid.

15.

Ibid.

26

Heena Samant
16.

Ash Jain 2020. ‘Trump Just Missed a Perfect Opportunity to
Reassert American Leadership’, Foreign Policy, [Online] Available at:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/02/g20-helped-beat-ebola-butnot-coronavirus/ [Accessed July 2020].

17.

Francis Fukuyama. ‘The Pandemic and Political Order: It Takes a
State’, Foreign Affairs, 99 (4), July/August, 2020, pp. 26-32.

18.

Patrick Wintour 2020. ‘US stays away as world leaders agree action
on Covid-19 vaccine’, The Guardian, [Online] Available at: https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/24/us-stays-away-as-worldleaders-agree-action-on-covid-19-vaccine [Accessed July 2020].

19.

Ibid.

20.

James Kitfield 2020. ‘Will COVID-19 Kill The Liberal World
Order?’, BREAKING DEFENSE, [Online] Available at: https://
breakingdefense.com/2020/05/will-covid-19-kill-the-liberal-worldorder/ [Accessed June 2020].

21.

Ibid.

22.

Donald Trump 2020. ‘Donald’s Trump strongest speech on
China ever’ [Online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b97nUZYp5Kc [Accessed July 2020].

23.

James Kitfield, No. 20.

24.

Agence France-Presse 2020. ‘China Slams US after Trump virus
‘attack’ claim’, Hindustan Times, [Online] Available at: https://www.
hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-slams-us-after-trump-virusattack-claim/story-Ekdrzx2XjJtGJsarb1F88M.html [Accessed June
2020].

25.

Ibid.

26.

BBC News 2020. ‘Trump Targets China over Hong Kong security
law’, [Online] Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-uscanada-52856876 [Accessed June 2020].

27.

Ibid.

28.

Donald Trump 2020. ‘Speech at UNGA’, [Online] Available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQezb5YDRSc [Accessed
October 2020].

27

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview
29.

Ibid.

30.

James Kitfield, No. 20.

31.

Gearoid Reidy 2020. ‘Hundreds of Covid-19 cases, but no
lockdown: What’s changed in Japan?’, mint, [Online] Available at:
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/hundreds-of-covid-19-casesbut-no-lockdown-what-s-changed-in-japan-11594202749566.html
[Accessed July 2020].

32.

Harsh V. Pant 2020. ‘COVID-19 and the middle power moment
in global politics’, OBSERVER RESEARCH FOUNDATION,
[Online] Available at: https://www.orfonline.org/research/covid19-and-the-middle-power-moment-in-global-politics-65726/
[Accessed June 2020].

33.

Ibid.

34.

Rajaram Panda 2020, ‘Fallout of COVID-19: Japanese and Koreans
to shift base from China to India’, Vivekananda International
Foundation, [Online] Available at: https://www.vifindia.org/
article/2020/april/23/fallout-of-covid-19-japanese-and-koreans-toshift-base-from-china-to-india [Accessed June 2020].

35.

Ibid.

36.

Harsh V. Pant, No. 32.

37.

Ibid.

38.

Brig Vinod Anand 2020. ‘ASEAN Response to Covid-19 Pandemic:
An Assessment’, Vivekananda International Foundation, [Online]
Available at: https://www.vifindia.org/article/2020/july/30/aseanresponse-to-covid-19-pandemic-an-assessment [Accessed August
2020]

39.

Ibid.

40.

Shahnawaz Mughal 2020. ‘Resurgence of QUAD in Post-Covid-19
World Order’, CENTRE for LAND WARFARE STUDIES, [Online]
Available at: https://www.claws.in/resurgence-of-quad-in-postcovid-19-world-order/ [Accessed October 2020].

41.

Rezaul H Laskar 2020. ‘China’s ‘gross aggression’ driving members
of QUAD: US Official’, Hindustan Times, [Online] Available

28

Heena Samant
at: https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/china-sgross-aggression-driving-members-of-quad-us-official/storymE5kUDFJrpZ8Y8rKfNVDHK.html. [Accessed October 2020].
42.

Ian Wishart 2020. ‘The EU’s latest existential crisis might be its
biggest one’, The Japan Times, [Online] Available at: https://www.
japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/07/world/eu-existential-crisisbiggest-one-yet/ [Accessed September 2020].

43.

Bob Dean and Kimberly Kruijver 2020. ‘Corona: EU’s existential
crisis’, Clingendael Netherlands Institute of International Relations,
[Online] Available at: https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/
files/2020-04/Alert_Corona_Existential_Crisis_April_2020.pdf
[Accessed September 2020].

44.

Jennifer Rankin 2020. ‘Coronavirus could be final straw for EU,
European experts warn’, The Guardian, [Online] Available at: https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/coronavirus-could-befinal-straw-for-eu-european-experts-warn [Accessed September
2020].

45.

Douglas A. Rediker and Giovanna De Maio 2020. ‘Europe and
the existential challenge of post-COVID recovery’, BROOKINGS,
[Online] Available at: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-fromchaos/2020/04/20/europe-and-the-existential-challenge-of-postcovid-recovery/ [Accessed September 2020].

46.

Ibid.

47.

Yasmeen Sarhan 2020, ‘The EU Watches as Hungary Kills
Democracy’, The Atlantic, [Online] Available at: https://www.
theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/04/europe-hungaryviktor-orban-coronavirus-covid19-democracy/609313/ [Accessed
September 2020].

48.

Freedom House 2020. [Online] Available at: https://freedomhouse.
org/country/hungary/freedom-world/2020 [Accessed September
2020].

49.

Aarshi Tirkey 2020. ‘The WTO’s appellate body crisis: Implication
for trade rules and multilateralism’, Observer Research Foundation,
[Online] Available at: https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/
the-wtos-appellate-body-crisis-implication-for-trade-rules-andmultilateralism-60198/ [Accessed October 2020].

29

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview
50.

S. Gurumurthy 2020. ‘Random Thoughts’, Vivekananda International
Foundation, [Online] Available at: https://www.vifindia.org/sites/
default/files/Annual-Report-2019-2020.pdf [Accessed September
2020].

51.

Ibid.

52.

Stewart M. Patrick, ‘When the System Fails: COVID-19 and the
Costs of Global Dysfunction’, Foreign Affairs, 99 (4), July/August,
2020, pp. 40-50.

53.

Harsh V Pant and Aarshi Tirkey, ‘What’s Ailing the World Health
Organization? UNCHARTERED TERRITORY EMERGING
WORLD ORDER POST COVID-19’, OBSERVER RESEARCH
FOUNDATION, [Online] Available at: https://www.orfonline.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GP-ORF-Uncharted-Territory_June25.pdf [Accessed September 2020].

54.

Stewart M. Patrick, No. 52.

55.

Ibid.

56.

Syed Akbaruddin 2020. ‘Multilateralism post COVID-19’, THE
HINDU, [Online] Available at: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/
op-ed/multilateralism-post-covid-19/article31854731.ece. [Accessed
October 2020].

57.

United Nations 2020. ‘Meetings Coverage and Press Releases’,
[Online] Available at: https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12273.
doc.htm [Accessed October 2020].

58.

Xi Jinping 2020. ‘Speech at UNGA’, [Online]] Available at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPA9Vcc9r8c [Accessed October
2020].

59.

United Nations Meetings Coverage and Press Releases, No. 57.

60.

Narendra Modi 2020. ‘Speech at UNGA’, [Online] Available at:

61.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeWrl6uSfnI [Accessed October
2020].

62.

S. Gurumurthy, No.50.

63.

Ibid.

30

Heena Samant
64.

Ibid.

65.

Syed Akbaruddin, No. 56.

66.

Ibid.

67.

Ibid.

68.

Congressional Research Service 2020, ‘Latin America and the
Caribbean: Impact of COVID-19’, [Online] Available at: https://fas.
org/sgp/crs/row/IF11581.pdf [Accesses October 2020].

69.

Ibid.

70.

S. Gurumurthy, No. 50.

71.

Happymon Jacob 2020. ‘COVID-19 and the crumbling world
order’, The Hindu, [Online] Available at: https://www.thehindu.
com/opinion/op-ed/covid-19-and-the-crumbling-world-order/
article31324259.ece [Accessed June 2020].

72.

Ibid.

73.

Ibid.

74.

S Gurumurthy, No. 50.

75.

Ibid.

76.

Pranay Kotasthane et al 2020. ‘India in the Post COVID-19 World
Order’, The Takshashila Institution, [Online] Available at: https://
takshashila.org.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/TDD-India-postCovid-PK-AA-AK-AM-v1.0.pdf [Accessed June 2020].

77.

Monish Tourangbam and Hamsini Hariharan 2020. ‘COVID-19
Will Make the U.S-China Great Power Dynamics More
Confrontational’, The Diplomat, [Online] Available at: https://
thediplomat.com/2020/04/covid-19-will-make-the-u-s-china-greatpower-dynamics-more-confrontational/ [Accessed June 2020].

78.

Lee Hsien Loong, ‘The Endangered Asian Century: America,
China, and the Perils of Confrontation’, Foreign Affairs, 99 (4), July/
August, 2020, pp. 52-64.

79.

Stephen M. Walt 2020. ‘THE GLOBAL ORDER AFTER
COVID-10’, Institute for Security Policy, [Online] Available at:

31

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview
https://www.institutfuersicherheit.at/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/
ISP-Working-Paper-Stephen-M.-WALT-The-Global-Order-AfterCOVID-19.pdf [Accessed August 2020].
80.

Ibid.

81.

S Gurumurthy, No.50.

82.

Ashley J. Tellis 2020. ‘Covid-19 Knocks on American Hegemony’,
The National Bureau of Asian Research, [Online] Available at: https://
www.nbr.org/wp-content/uploads/pdfs/publications/new-normaltellis-050420.pdf [Accessed June 2020].

83.

Francis Fukuyama, No. 17.

84.

G. John Ikenberry, ‘The Next Liberal Order: The Age of Contagion
Demands More Internationalism, Not Less’, Foreign Affairs, 99 (4),
July/August, 2020, pp. 133-142.

85.

Ibid.

86.

Ibid.

87.

Qingguo Jia 2020. ‘Perspectives on a Changing World Order:
China’, Council on Foreign Relations, [Online] Available at: https://
cdn.cfr.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/discussion-papercollection_stares-et-al_final-with-cover.pdf [Accessed July 2020].

88.

Ibid.

89.

Vijay Gokhale 2020. ‘China Doesn’t Want a New World Order.
It Wants This One.’, The New York Times, [Online] Available at:
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/04/opinion/china-americaunited-nations.html [Accessed July 2020].

90.

Ibid.

91.

Anant Singh Mann and Suchet Vir Singh 2020. ‘India’s place in a
post-COVID-19 world: Restructuring economic policy, bridging
trust deficit will have to go hand-in-hand’, Firstpost, [Online]
Available at: https://www.firstpost.com/india/indias-place-in-apost-covid-19-world-restructuring-economic-policy-bridging-trustdeficit-will-have-to-go-hand-in-hand-8368121.html [Accessed June
2020].

32

Heena Samant
92.

V K Chaturvedi 2020, ‘What the new world order will look like,
post-COVID-19’, Firstpost, [Online] Available at: https://www.
firstpost.com/india/what-the-new-world-order-will-look-like-postcovid-19-8279811.html [Accessed June 2020].

93.

Ibid.

94.

India Inc. Staff 2020. ‘Why India is ready to lead the post-Covid
world’, India Inc., [Online] Available at: https://indiaincgroup.
com/why-india-is-ready-to-lead-the-post-covid-world/ [Accessed
August 2020].

95.

Aljazeera 2020, ‘Trump invites India’s Modi to attend G7
summit in US’, [Online] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/
economy/2020/06/03/trump-invites-indias-modi-to-attend-g7summit-in-us/ [Accessed June 2020].

96.

PTI 2020. ‘India Elected Non-Permanent Member of UN Security
Council’ , Bloomberg Quint, [Online] Available at: https://www.
bloombergquint.com/politics/india-elected-non-permanentmember-of-un-security-council-2#:~:text=India%20was%20
elected%20a%20non,Security%20Council%20elections%20held%20
Wednesday.&text=India%20garnered%20184%20votes. [Accessed
July 2020].

97.

World Health Organization 2020. ‘India elected chair of WHO’s
Executive Board’, [Online] Available at: https://www.who.int/
southeastasia/news/detail/22-05-2020-india-elected-chair-of-whos-executive-board [Accessed June 2020].

98.

Sanjeev Sanyal 2020. ‘Self-reliance is about resilience and
decentralization, not isolationism’, The Indian Express, [Online]
Available at: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/
columns/atmanirbhar-bharat-narendra-modi-covid-19-sanjeevsanyal-6444642/ [Accessed July 2020].

99.

Government of India 2020. ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan’,
[Online] Available at: https://aatmanirbharbharat.mygov.in/
[Accessed September 2020].

100. Chandrashekhar Srinivasan and Vishnu Som 2020. ‘Entire Situation
Along Border with China Under Control: Army Chief ”, NDTV,
[Online] Available at: https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/entiresituation-along-our-borders-with-china-is-under-control-saysarmy-chief-general-mm-naravane-news-agency-ani-2245623

33

Post Covid-19 World Order: An Overview
[Accessed July 2020].
101. The Print 2020. ‘India-China Tensions’, [Online] Available at:
https://theprint.in/full-coverage-india-china-tensions/ [Accessed
July 2020].
102. Anindita Sanyal and Sunil Prabhu 2020. ‘Amid Economic Backlash
Against China, Another Step to Block Chinese Goods’, NDTV,
[Online] Available at: https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/amideconomic-backlash-against-china-another-step-to-block-chinesegoods-2250990 [Accessed July 2020].
103. ET Bureau 2020, ‘India bans 59 Chinese apps including TikTok,
WeChat, Helo’, The Economic Times, [Online] Available at: https://
economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/software/india-bans-59chinese-apps-including-tiktok-helo-wechat/articleshow/76694814.
cms [Accessed August 2020].
104. Ajai Shukla 2020. ‘India-China tensions: It is decision time for New
Delhi’, AlJAZEERA, [Online] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.
com/opinions/2020/6/29/india-china-tensions-it-is-decision-timefor-new-delhi/ [Accessed July 2020].
105. S Gurumurthy, No. 50.
106. Ibid.
107. Ibid.
108. Ibid.
109. Sujatha Singh 2020. ‘India in the post-pandemic world’, The Hindu,
[Online] Available at: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/
india-in-the-post-pandemic-world/article31448624.ece [Accessed
June 2020].
110. Ibid.
111. Ibid.
112. S Gurumurthy, No 50.
113. Ibid.
114. Ibid.

34

Heena Samant
115. Ibid.
116. Ibid.
117. Maj Gen Dhruv C Katoch, No.12.
118. Arpan Rai 2020. ‘Full Text of PM Modi’s address at 75th UNGA
Session 2020’, Hindustan Times, [Online] Available at: https://www.
hindustantimes.com/india-news/full-text-of-pm-modi-s-addressat-75th-unga-session-2020/story-8sOpyLIDesleUtIhRYdIWJ.html.
[Accessed October 2020].
119. Ibid.

35

About the VIVEKANANDA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
The Vivekananda International Foundation is an independent non-partisan

institution that conducts research and analysis on domestic and international
issues, and offers a platform for dialogue and conflict resolution. Some of India’s

leading practitioners from the fields of security, military, diplomacy, government,
academia and media have come together to generate ideas and stimulate action
on national security issues.

The defining feature of VIF lies in its provision of core institutional support
which enables the organisation to be flexible in its approach and proactive in
changing circumstances, with a long-term focus on India’s strategic, developmental
and civilisational interests. The VIF aims to channelise fresh insights and decades
of experience harnessed from its faculty into fostering actionable ideas for the
nation’s stakeholders.

Since its inception, VIF has pursued quality research and scholarship and made

efforts to highlight issues in governance, and strengthen national security. This

is being actualised through numerous activities like seminars, round tables,
interactive dialogues, Vimarsh (public discourse), conferences and briefings. The
publications of VIF form lasting deliverables of VIF’s aspiration to impact on the
prevailing discourse on issues concerning India’s national interest.

VIVEKANANDA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
3, San Martin Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi – 110021
Phone: +91-11-24121764, 24106698
Email: info@vifindia.org,
Website: https://www.vifindia.org
Follow us on twitter@vifindia

36

